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DOK MAI CHAN

9 REPLICAS OF THE 
ROYAL CREMATORIUM

The government has organised scores of  venues in Bangkok and its vicinity so millions of  mourners 
can lay funeral flowers and pay their final respects to the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej.

42 ARRANGED VENUES

The millions of cremation flowers or dok 
mai chan made by Thai people across 
the nation for the Oct 26 royal crema-

tion speak volumes about the love, gratitude and 
reverence for the late King Bhumibol.

Each paper flower which takes about 10-15 min-
utes for skilled volunteers to make and several 
more for those without the skills is a labour of love 
for mourners as the country bids its final farewell. 

Originally dok mai chan were made of mai chan 
(kalamet tree) which gives off a distinct aroma.

Paired with candles and incense sticks the 
cremation flowers are placed at a crematorium 
and burned along with the body of the deceased. 
The scent is believed to help transport the soul 
to heaven.

During the reign of King Rama V, mai chan 

shavings were used and arranged into bouquets. 
When kalamet trees became rare, they were 
replaced by mok trees.

To the untrained eye, cremation flowers may 
look the same.

But there are as many as 36 types of flowers that 
are imitated in the making of cremation flowers, 
according to the Bangkok Metropolitan Admin-
istration (BMA). They include daffodils, roses, 
kaew, leelawadee, rasamichan, kornpratheep 
and daoruang.

Somwang Jiasincharoen, deputy director of the 
BMA-run career training school (Klong Toey), 
said City Hall has offered sandalwood flower-
making training since March.

All 10 career training schools under the BMA, 
50 district offices and other vocational training 

centres have been brought in to teach the public 
how to create the flowers.

The BMA itself plans to produce three million 
cremation flowers for the Oct 26 royal crema-
tion ceremony.

All the cremation flowers including those con-
tributed by the private sector were to be gathered 
at the BMA’s Social Development Department by 
the end of September for distribution.

The BMA has designated more than 60 loca-
tions including temples across the capital for 
mourners to place dok mai chan and bid farewell 
to the late king on Oct 26.

In the provinces, the Department of Local 
Administration has joined hands with parties 
concerned in making dok mai chan for the royal 
cremation ceremony. 
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Dararat
AAAAAAlllllllssssssooooooo  kkkkkkkknnnnnnnnnooooooowwwwwwwnnnnnnnn  aaaaaassssss  

dddddaaaaaarrrrrrraaaaaarrrrrrraaaaaatttttt iiiiiiissssss  kkkkkknnnnnnoooooowwwwwwwnnnnnnn  tttttt
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tthhheeyy bbbootthh ssttaayyeeedd  iinn SSSwwwiitttzzzeeerrrlllaaaannnnddddd... 
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IIInnn TTThhhaaaiii,,, dddaaarraaa mmeeaaannnss ssstttaaarrsss aaannddd  

rraatt mmeeaannss ooff jjeewweellss..tt

62 TEMPLES

Chabathip
Chabathip has been created especially 
for the occasion to signify passing and 
divinity. The flower is conceived adivinity. The flower is conceived as a

symbol of farewell to the late king w
will be always remembered.

Lilies
iillaarr ttoo wwhhiittee rroosseess,, lliilliieess ssiiggnniiffyy  

ppuurree lloovvee.. BBuutt tthhee fflloowweerr aallssoo ssiiggnniiffiieess tthhe 
ddeeep rreeesppect, llooyalty aandd graattiituuddde tthhee 

TThhhhaai pppeoppple haavee fooor tthee laatee kkiiinnngg.

Roses
Roses are a symbol of pure love. 

Theeyy ssyymmbbolliissee llooyyaalttyy aandd 
ggrraattiittuuddee  ffoorr tthhee llaattee kkiinnggg’’ss 

kkiinnnddnnessss aannnnddd  ggeeennneeerrrooossiiitttyy..

Maleesrichan
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Out of  36, seven have been selected 
for the occasion
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Maha Phichai Rajarot (Great Victory Chariot)Cha iarioarihariot)))t)oottVictoictory Cryraro at V(Got (ot (rot (GreareaGreat GGrGchaihaai RajaRaRM hihMahMaMaha Pa Pha Phihhaha before cirore e irrrbefobbbef --
cling the phra merumas in a counter-clockwise direction tictctioononlockw se dikwwockwwwisewise dwiwintununteer-teruma n a cmassmass inin a is irahra memeclin theingngclinnggngg thg the tgggg
three times. The royal golden urn will then be transferred fernsfern eded rrerree edbbn b te te trbernurn n ur willwill thl thwwn willl go dldldegoldTes. Tme e re royroyTheThThehhre ite timee 
to the phra merumas.as.a mra m rumrumamermeto tho tthhe phe pe

The royal gun carriage is used in the royal cremacreremmcremmmmmamaamamame re royoyas u inuseeusesededd idd in ddeddrirriageageaoyal un calyal al ggunun cguguguggTThhehe Th --
tion of a king or a high-ranking royal who held a milim liilimilhwhol w hheldeld o ho hhowh heng royrohigha hi rankankhh-rghig -raaning org otionti fof aa kn oonion ofof --
tary position.onnn.arytary posposity py py p

As a tribute to the late King, the government commit-
tee overseeing the construction of the phra merumas and 
the renovation of royal chariots has assigned the army’s 
Ordnance Department to construct a new royal gun car-
riage for the royal funeral ceremony.

After some research, the department found the use 
of Rajarot Puen Yai was introduced in the reign of King of Rajarot Puen Yai was introduced in the reign of King
Vajiravudh, Rama VI.

It was first used in the royal funeral rite for 
Prince Chakrabongse Bhuvanath, the Prince of Phits-
anulok, in 1920, and then in the 1924 funeral rite for 
Prince Asdang Dejavudh, the Prince of Nakhon Ratch-
asima. The two princes were the younger brothers of King 
Rama VI.

In compliance with the wishes of King Rama VI, King 
Prajadhipok, Rama VII, ordered the Rajarot Puen Yai be 
used to carry the royal urn for King Rama VI who passed 
away on Nov 26, 1925.

The last time the Rajarot Puen Yai was used was in 
the royal cremation of King Ananda Mahidol, Rama VIII, 
in 1950.

RAJARR ROT PT UEN YN AIYY

Lt Gen Arwuth Aimwong, director-general of the 
ordnance department, said the newly-designed royal 
gun carriage for the late King’s royal funeral ceremony 
has been modelled on the one used for King Rama VIII.

During construction, a prototype was made from 
which the final version of the royal gun carriage has 
evolved, Lt Gen Arwuth said, adding a spare royal gun
carriage has also been built.

The royal gun carriage for the late King consists of 
two parts and each part has two wheels. The two parts 
are joined together.

The front part carries an ammunition chest while 
the rear part is surmounted by an ornately decorated 
carved wood platform upon which the royal golden 
urn will be placed.

The four-wheeled gun carriage also has a small extra 
wheel in the middle to help support the weight and 
help the gun carriage move more stably.

Lt Gen Arwuth said a cannon (Type 51 
Mountain Gun) which was put on display in front 
of the department’s ordnance industry centre in 
Ayutthaya bore some resemblance to the rear part 

of the royal gun carriage used for King Rama VIII.
The cannon was dismantled and repaired for use in the 
construction of the rear part of the royal gun carriage 
for the late King’s royal funeral ceremony.

For construction of the front part of the royal 
gun carriage, three artillery limbers from the army’s 
artillery centre in Lop Buri served as models, Lt Gen 
Arwuth said.

Engineering experts from King Mongkut’s Univer-
sity of Technology North Bangkok and Suranaree Uni-
versity of Technology were also invited to give advice 
on the structural integrity of the royal gun carriage.

After construction was complete and the royal gun 
carriage underwent necessary tests, the Rajarot Puen 
Yai was handed over to the Fine Arts Department for 
further artistic decorations on May 1.

Wijit Chaiwichit, who works as an arts specialist at 
the Fine Arts Department’s Office of Traditional Arts, 
said the adornments added to the royal gun carriage 
were made of teakwood carved in intricate patterns in 
the Thai traditional style, gilded and decorated with 
mirrors.


